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IS THE PROPERTY OF HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S GOVERNMENT 


D/79(D) /IBM 
a cory 0, 257 
: 15th October 1965 


CONDITIONS OF RELEASE TO FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS 


1. This information is released by the United Kingdom Government to the recipient Government for 
defence purposes only. 

2. This information must be accorded the same degree of security protection as that accorded thereto by 
the United Kingdom Government. 


3. This information may be disclosed only within the defence departments of the recipient Government, 
except as otherwise authorised by the Ministry of Defence. 


4. This information may be subject to privately-owned rights. 


if. 
,.U-mmistry of DEFENCE 
(DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE STAFF) 
INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING MEMORENDUM 
BAHRAIN 
This memorandum consists of a short summary of subjects likely to : 

be of use in outline planning and briefing. It is not intended for use in 
dot-iled planing and briefing for which such publications as British 


Intelligence Surveys, Short Reports etc should be consulted, Where 
possible reference is made to these publications in the text. 


Requests for further information, including any of the more detailed 
documents referred to in the text, should be made to the Assistant Director, 
L Brench, DIS, Ministry of Defence, Metropole Buildings, Northumberland 
Avenue, London “.C.2. 


This IDM is a revision of D/79/(D)/TBM dated 12th April 1964 copies of 
which should now be destroyed. 


NOTE: This IBM will be amended or kept up to date by one or more Check 
“Bulletins, the latest of which chould be je pt iin the end pocket 
with the mepe 


Ministry of Defence, 
(Defence Intelligence Staff), 
Metropole Buildings, 
London, W.C.2. 
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LWELLICINCE BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
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BATRA IN 


introduction 
1. The Sheikdom of Bahrain consists of an archipelago of six low-lying 
islends in the Persian Gulf, some 20 niles off the east coast of Saudi Arabia 
> 
and just west o* the atar Peninsula, Bahrain Islund, the largest of the 
. > >) 
Sroup, is about 50 miles from nerth to south and nearly 10 miles wide in 
the north, tapering sowthverds, It is joined to Nuhavrag, the next in 
size, by a 4 mile lonz causeveye 


2. The Sheikhdon is wider British protection and Her Majesty's Government 
is ultimately responsible for forsign policy. lxecutive and legislative 
authority is vested in the Ruler who is assisted br an Administrative Council 
which is composed of the heads of government departments 2nd some members 

of the ruling fomily. Relations with other Culf States are zenevally good. 
Iran, however, periodically claims sovereignty over Behrain, 

3. The economy of Pahrain is dominated by its petroleum industry which 
provides £4.4m. or 70% of state revenues, Customs receipts make up a 
further quarter but the transit trade is threatened by the desire of other 
Gulf States and Sevdi Arabia to import direct, In eerly 1965 British experts 
undertook economic, educational and health surveys for the government of 
Sahrain, ‘These, tozether ith a renort on administrative reform, are at 
present under study by the Bahrain goveinment. 


4, Arabic is the only lanzuage commonly understood by natives of Bahrain 
but other lengveges are, of course, spoken in tho foreijzm communities, nainly 
British, Iranian, Indian and Palistsni. The unit of ewrrency at presont is 
the Gulf Rupee (13.33 = £1 Sterling) but Bahrain hopes to introduce its 

own currency Gyrinz ovenber 1965. The new unit of currency would be the 
Bahrain dinar (= 10 Gulf rupees = 15 shillings sterling) 

Horvat 

5e bahrain Island consists mainly of a low limestone plateau, with an 
oval=-sheped depression in its centre which is surrounded by discontinous 
limestone clif’s varying from 25 to over 100 ft in height. Several steep 
hills rise from the centre of the depression, reaching 350 to 1.50 ft above 
sea level, The greater part os the islend is desert with dry wadis and 
several areas of salt marsh, especially in the west and south; there are con- 
siderable areas uncer cultivation (mainly dates) in the north. Goins: is gen- 
erally fair over the desert, and also over much of the salt marsh where 

its surface is dry and hard. The cliffs surroundin;; the central depression 
can only be crossed at a few points. Cultivated areis would confine 

vehicles to the roads although there are some coriidors of fair going through 
the date plantations. 


6, tuharrag Island is low and sandy with a few date sardens; the cirfield 
and Huharcad Torm occupy a large part of the island. Sitra Island is 

flat and sendy with date wardens in the north, Umm Nasan Island is 

mainly desert but with extensive salt marsh in the centre and north, 


Climate 

Ye The climate is predominantly hot end dry but with high hunidity jin 
swaner, liven in Januery, the coolest month, the meen temperature 17 C is 
the sume es that for Lonion in July. In the summer months, tempe-atures 
over 38°C are comion end, since lrunidity is high at this season (relative 
humidity averazes /0%), conditions cre particularly trying. The annual 
rainfall is only 3 ins (ef London 23 ins) and all o7 this occurs in the 
winter and spring months, for further details on terrain end climate sc 
the British Intelligence Survey reference JI2/2c8/VIII(4), September 1962, 
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Population and Wows 


8. <Accordin; to the 1965 official census the total population of ‘the 
islands was 182,000 including 1/,,000 Bahraini nationals, 16,500 Saudi 
Arabians, 7,00Iranians, 9,000 Indians and Pakistanis and 3,000 Buropeans 
and Americ.ns. The Natives are Nuslims, the ruling family and half the 

town dwellers being of the Sunni sect, the rest including the majority of the 
villagers being of the Shia sect. 


9. It is likely that a new town for 35,000 people intended to rehouse 
nearly a quarter of the population within ten years is being, or will be, 
built on a 25 square mile desert site on the Awali road four miles south 
of Manama, It is not yet knowm what progress, if any, has been made in 
construction, The principal tovms are; 


Name Population Remarks 


MANAMA 61,500 * Lies on the NE tip of Bahrain Island. 
Capital and largest tovm. Many European 
style public buildings. Hlectricity and 
water supplies available. Has wide, well 
surfaced streets. 


Lies on small island of the same name con- 
nected to Manama town by a 14 mile long 
causewey, Electricity and water available, 
Main Arab-style town. 


TUACIES About 8 miles south of Manama. Main build- 
ings supplied with electric power and water, 


Approximately A residential settlement for employees of 
2,000 Europeans the Bahrain Petroleum Company. Piped water, 
Electricity. 


*These figures are based on a 1959 census and later figures for 
individuc1 tovms ere not yet available. It is likely, however, that 
populations in the principal to;ms have increased, 


Ports 


10. The port of Bahrain lies in the Ni part of Bahrain Island. It 
comprises the port of Mina Sulman inside an inlet Imown as Khor Kaliya,a 
deep-water anchora ¢ with oil loadin,; wharves at Sitra, and a lighter port 
at Manama which is falling into disuse, The estimated military capacity 
of the port is 5,500 tons a day, assuming 4,000 tons at Mina Salman, 

1,000 at Sitra and 300 tons at lianama, A plan is issued with Port 
Information Sheet No. J/i/k(II), Details of berths and facilities are: 


Anchorage. The main commercial deep-water anchorage is at Sitra, 
in depths of 6 to 8 fms. Exteisive anchoraye for small vessels 
inside Khor Kaliya in 2 to 3% fins and a number of moorings buoys. 


flongside #ccomnodation., At Mina Sulman, for four vessels of length 
550 ft, draught 27 ft and two vessels of length 350 ft, draught 20 ft, 
tighter quayage totals 1,000 ft, 


At Sitra oil loading wharves there are six tanker berths, 
one of whioh is suitable for general cargo discharre, and a 300 ft 
lighter wharf, 


Cranes. Mobile: 1x 22 ton serves Sitra lighter wharf, 1 x 12 
ton (20 ton at 10 ft radius) and 1 x 6 ton at Mina Sulman, 1 x 25 
ton at Manama. 
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Harbour Craft: Tugs: 5 x 1,000 to 1,950 h.p. 
Lighters: 1 x 250 ton self-propelled, 6 Gumb 
of total capacity 8,000 tons. 


Storage: Covered: 500,000 sq. ft of which about 260,000 is at 
Mina Sulman, 


Stacking Space: 23,000 sq yds at Mina Sulmen, 


Oil: 680,000 tons capacity at Sitra. 


Repair Facilities; Medium, Patent Slips: 2 x 1,000 tons and 4. smaller. 


Clearance: [oad. 


Beaches and Lending Places 


11, The coastlines of Bahrain Island and the off—lying islands of 
Muhharaq, Sitra and Uma Nasan ere heavily enoumbered with coral reefs, 
sandbanks and shoal water which severely restrict the landing possibilities, 
Landinss covld, however, be made at the following places: 


@e In Khor Keliya on either side of the new pier 2t Mina Sulman, 
from LCT <t low water. 


De On the recf ed'e to the west of Manama, possibly by LOT at 
lov water, 


Ce On -the reef edge on the east coast of Muhariaq Island, 
possibly by LCT at low water, 


12, There are also suitable beaches on the west coast of Bahrain near 
Zallag, and on the south-east coast between Ras al Darr and Hadd al Yamal, 
but there are no satisfactory charts of these areas and the apyroaches 

to then would almost certainly have to be extensively buoyed. Further 
deteils of b. and c. above are given in the Port Information Sheet J/4/i,(11). 


Airfields 


3, There are only two airfields in the Bahrain Islands, Brief details 
of these are as follows, and their positions are shown on the mep. 


Name and 


—_ Deteils of Main Runway emarks 
WTSvAL GA Deteils of Main Runway Remarks 


ae 


ALI 8,040 x 150 ft, oiled compacted Oil company airfield open to 
50 f+ sand; estimated LCN 55 in dry RAF aircraft, No facilities 
weather. at air strip, minor fecilities 
in oil cantonment. Bulk 
AVGAS and jet fuel storage at 
Sitra refinery, located about 
1O nm to the IE, 


7,500 x 200 ft asphalt, RAF station and international 

ItN 9. Civil airport. Good facilities 
include Homing and Blind 
Approach aids, hangars, tech- 
nical and domestic acconmodation, 
hydrent refuelling and fuel 
storage for 324,000 gallons, 
with pipeline to additional 
oceen terninal storage, capacity 
510,000 zallons. 


LCN = Load Classification Number 


= 
- 
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li. Full details of these airfields are given in the British Intelligenoe 
Survey Part VI, reference J5/11 (2nd edition), as amended. The general 
distribution and a brief assessment of the more important airfields in 
this and adjacent territories are given in the letest edition of the 


Regional Study J5/103/1. 
Roads 


15. An adequate network of good, waterproof surfaced roads connects the 
towns, port and oil installations throvghout the island. The main roads, 
from which natural surface tracks branch, are either tarmacadam or oil- 
stabilised, and are generally capable of taking two-way tre‘fic, Some are 
currently being made into dual carriageway. hey are unaffected by weather, 
and except in the marshy coastal areas and over the escarpment surrounding 
the central basin, movement off the road is generally unrestricted. Yhere 
are two major, bridges, one connecting Bahrein with Sitra Island (Class 40), 
the other forming part of the causeway connecting Bahrain with Muharraq _ 
Island (Class 30). 


16. Vehicle registration in December 1964 was: 


Cars and taxis 

Comnercial vehicles 

Buses 

@ther vehicles (incl. MCs) 


17. Further information on reads can be obtained fom th British 
Intelligence Survey: Persian Gulf States, Part V, reference J.1.2/228/V, as 
anendede 


Telecommunications 


18. Bahrain is the focal point for telecomaunications in the Persian 

Gulf area, Internally, a limited land line network covers Manama and Muharraa 
with attendant telephone service. The local oil companies have their own 
private networks which have a degree of integration \ith the public system. 


19. Cable and ‘Vireless Ltd., from their transmitters at Hamala and Sitra 
Read, provide external outlets to most other Persian Gulf States as well 

as to Aden, %gypt, India, Iraq, Jordan and the United Kingdom. In 
particular, BAPCO have radio cemmunication with Aramco in Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia, and both BP (Eastern Agencies) Ltd and ADPC have radio comaunications 
with their #il centres at Das Island and Tarif respectively. 


20. The Government controlled Bahrain Broadcasting Station operates two 
low powered (2 kif) medium—wave transmitters to provide programmes in 
Arabic for about four hours each day, 


Further information on teleéemmunications in this area can be obtained fom 
British Intelligence Survey reference D/79/X (B) of March 1965. 


Agriculture and Food Supplies 


21. Thre is some sub istence farming dependent on irrigation with dates 
and lucerne (for cattle fodder) as the main oreps. Buropean vegetables for 
local use are being grown on an increased scale. The number of cattle is 
increasing steadily and poultry breeding is also expanding. Fishing is one 
of the ohief occupations. All the rice for lecal consumption is imported. 
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Oil Storage and Distribution 


22, There is a large refinery on the eastern side of the island with a rated 
capacity of 10,250,000 tons per year; it can produce @ full range of petroleum 
preducts with the exception of aviation gasoline. ‘There is a small 
oilfield in the centre of the island preducing about 2.4 million tons per year, 
the whole of which asses to the refinery for processing. The remainder of 
the refinery crude feedstock is imported from Saudi Arabia by submarine 
pipeline from Daman direct to the refinery. Petroleum products are exported 
fron an oil terminal located on the eastorn side of Sitra Island; tankers up 
to 100,000 d.w.et. can be handled there. 

Bulk storage vacilities for products are: 


Main Islanc — BAPCO 
Refinery (products. only) 
Sitra terminal 
Drum plant 


Xuharrag BP terminal at Arad 
BF/RAF fueller depot 
BP/BAPCO hydrant depot 


Further details are given in British Intelligence Survey reference 
Ji2/228/1II (B) (1). 


Mater Supplies 


23. Adequate suv:lies are obtainable from springs and artesian wells in 
the north of Bahrain end on Muharraq Island. There are a few wells with 
more limited yields in the south of Bahrain, but this does not constitute 
an operational provlem as distances from reliable sources are small and 
all vicinities are reasonavly accessible. The principal towns and 
installations are served by fully—developed mains supply systems, and the 
Nanama supply is supplemented by sea-water distillation. Smaller towm-— 
ships and some villages possess moré elementary systems with limited 
distribution. The quality of water from underground sources varies in 
different parts of Bahain; in some cases water for drinking is treated 

to reduce mineral content and separate mains carry brackish supplies fer 
sanitary and industrisl purposes. 


Engineer Resourcos 


24. MTh-re is no standing timber of gonstructional value. Limestone 
suitable for crushed aggregate, and sand are abundant; coral rock is avail— 
able around the coast and gypsum occurs in places. Line, gypsum plaster 
and simple pre-cast concrete building components are made locally. 

Bitumen and crude oil for desert track or airstrip stabilisation are 
available fromthe oil conpany. Structural steelwork is fabricated from 
inported materials and industrial guses are manufactured. All other 
engineering stores, including cement, are imported; good stocks are 
normally held. ULimited numbers of earth-moving and general construction 
plant are in use and there are good workshop facilitics. 


Electric Power Suyvplies 
ee eee ee 


25 The Bahrain State Electricity Department is the supply authority. 

It operates Jufair power station, also known as Manama. The original 'A' 
section of the station has diesel sets; the 'B' section ms 36,600 kilowatts 
capacity in six natural ges—fuelled turbine sets and 4,000 kilowatts 
capacity in four stand-by diesel sets. The oil company's headquarters 
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town of Awali has its own generating plant and there is a small emergency 
set at the Pélice Fort. A Manama 'C' extension is to be built, with - 

2 x 12,900 kilowatt gas turbine sets, one scheduled for completion in 1966 
and the other in 1967/68, There are over 100 sub-stations supplying most 

of the island through a network consisting of some 50 uiles of overhead’ high 
tension and 92 miles of low tension lines. There are 60 miles of 
underground high tension and -30 miles of low tension cables. Supplies 

are of alternating ourrent, 3—phase, 4—wire, 50 cycles, frequency controlled, 
at 230/400 volts. In Awali supplies sre at the standard United States 
system of 110 volts, 60 oycles. : 


26. Further information on Water Supplies, Engineer Resources and Hleotric 
Power are given in British Intelligence Survey, reference D/79(D)/VIII(C), 
shortly to be published. 


Health 


27. There are 104 dootors, 77 of whon are in Government service. There are 
two general hospitals with a total of 745 beds in Manama, besides others 
provided by the BAPCO. The tOtal is over 1,000 beds, The Government 
laboratory is well equipped and staffed. 


28. The chief health hazards are the intestinal group of diseases, 
typhoid fever and dysentery. Malaria has now been greatly reduced in the 
towns and their environs. Further details will be found in British 
Intelligence Survey, reference JI2/228/x(4)(1). 


Navy 


29. Bahrain is the headquarters of the Senior Naval Officer Persian 
Gulf who normally has two or three. frigates, a squadron of coastal 
minesweepers and a small amphibious squadron under his command. One of 
their responsibilities is anti-smuggling and anti-piracy patrols off 
the Trucial States and Oman, The naval base in Khor Kaliya has logistic 
and maintenance facilities for the smaller ships but the frigates 

have ususlly decked at Karachi. 


jrmy 


30. Headquarters Land forces Persian Gulf together with a small mixed 
force is normally located on the island. The Commander of HQ LFPG is also 
the Military Adviser to the Political Resident. A stockpile of military 
equipment is maintained at Muharrac. 


Air Force 


31. The RAF station on Muharrog Island is used as a staging post and ‘by 
squadrons on detachment from time to time. ; 


Para-Military Yoroes and Police 


32. The State Police Force consists of 21 British Officers (15 aale and 
6 fenale), 27 Bahraini Officers and one Jordanian Officer. The strength 
of the other ranks is 920, They are trained in the use of small arms, 


Map Coverage 
33. Cover is available as follows: 


1:63,360 Serics K761 Behrain Island (One sheet) 
1:50,000 Series K763 Arabia (Five sheets) 


Teyn plans of Awali, Manama and Muharrag are available at various scales 
in Series K962; these should be used in conjunction with British Intelligence 
Survoy Part. VIIIB, reference J12/228/VIII(B), which contains the latest 
available information on the towns. 
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INTELLIGENCE BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 
CHECK BULLETIN 


DATE 5th September 1966 


BavRAIN 


D/79/(D)/IBMDated 15th October 1965 


This bulletin provides notification of the more important changes and 
additions to information published in the IBM. Any items listed below will 
be incorporated in the Revised IBM in due course. If it becomes necessary 
at any time to issue a further check bulletin during the lifetime of this 
IBM, all the amendments shown in this bulletin will be incorporated in the 
new one and this bulletin can then be destroyed. 


For so long as it is effective, this bulletin should be retained in the 
pocket at the end of the IBM with the map and should be consulted whenever 
the IBM is used. 


List of Changes and Additions_ 


This Check Bulletin supersedes Munber 1 dated 8th March 1966 


Introduction 
Parsgraph The Bahrain dinar, equal to fifteen shillings and 


sub-divided into one thousand fils, became leagal 
tender on the 16th October 1965. 


Population and Toms 
Paragraph 9 Snould now read: 


A new town (Isa) is being built on a 24 scuare mile 
desert site on the Aweli road four miles south of 
Manama. The first phase has been completed, and 
comprises 2,500 houses for 15,000 people. The tovm 
will eventually house 55,000 Bahrainis. 

4 


The principal towns ere: 


Name Population (4965) Remarks 

MANAMA 79,000 Lies on the NE tip of Bahrain Island. Capital 
end lergest tom. Many Turopeen style public 
buildings. Electricity «nd water supplies 
available. Has wide, well surfaced streets. 


MUBARRAY 441,000 Lies on small islend of the same name connected 
to Manama tovm by a 44 mile long causeway. 
Electricity end water aveileble., Mein Arab- 
style tovn, 
Defence Intelligence Staff, DI.31, 
Ministry of Defence, London, 
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Airfields 
Paragraph 13 
Ports 


Paragraph 10 


Oil Storage and Distribution 


Faragraph 22 


Electric Pover Supplies 
Paragraph 25 
Paragraph 26 


Health 
Paragraph 28 
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About 8 miles south of Nanama. Main buildings 
supplied with electric power and water, 


A residential settlement for employees of the 
Bahrain Petroleum Company. Piped water. 
Electricity. 


For further details on towns see British 


Intelligence Survey The Persian Gulf States - 
Bahrain. Reference D/79(D)/VIII(B). 


Bahrainfiluharraq. LCN is amended to 70. 


A revised edition of the Port Information Sheet 


has been published, under reference D/79(D)/PIS(11) 


dated January 1966 


Alongside Accommodation The limiting draught 
for the four vessels of length 550ft. is 28ft. 


Cranes jt Mina Sulman, mobile cranes comprise 
2x 15 ton, 2 x 12 ton (20-ton at 10ft radius) 
and 6 x 6 ton, There is a floating crane of 
25 ton lifting capacity. 


Harbour Craft There are 55 launches of various 
types ranging from 60 hsp. to 1,000 h.p. 


Storage The oil storage capacity at Sitra is 
650,000 tons. 


a. Crude oil production in 1965 was 2.8 million 
tons. 


b. Further details are nov available in British 
Intelligence Survey D/79(D)/II1(B) of April 196), 


The Bahrain Petroleum Co. overhead and under— 
ground networks are operated at voltages of up 
to 11 kilovolts. 


British Intelligence Survey, D/79(D)/WIII(C) 
has now been issued, 


British Intelligence Survey JI2/228/X(A)(I) is 
dated April 1962. 


Should now read: 


Bahrain is the headquarters of the Senior Naval 
Officer Persian Gulf who normally has tio or 
three frigates and a squadron of coastal mine- 
sweeperse One of their responsibilities is 
anti-smuggling and anti-piracy patrols ofi the 
Trucial States and Oman. 


Kaliya has logistic and maintenance facilities 
for the smaller ships. 
= Bo 
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The naval base in Khor, 
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